Mr. W A L T ER having dem infotmed that a number of lliberal Reports, in vatious 
| ſhapes, are circulated to the prejudice of his Pxxss, ſome of them going ſo far as to 
annihilate its continuance ; has thought it right to lay before the public the following 


. Letters, which were publiſhed 3 in the Daily Univerſal Regiſter, of tlie roth, 11th, and 
12th of Aguſt laſt, which he ſubmits to candid Inſpection. 


0G 

T E indiſpenſable duty I owe the public; and gratitude to thoſe noble and generous perſons from wk 

I have received encouragement, call upon me to lay before them the iniprovements 1 have accompliſlied 

in the Art of Printing, by the introduttion of Logographic Types formed of letters; cemented into ſyllables and 
words, and ſubſtituted inſtead of ſingle letters. 

The hiſtory of Arts and Sciences evinces, that every invention, however rational in appearance, laudable ! in 

motive, or uſeful in its end, becomes obnoxious to a variety of impediments from the prejudice of euſtom, the 

envy of the dull, and the avarice of intereſted individuals; Such impediments I have experienced; but they 

have ſtimulated, not damped my endeavours : philoſophy; like religion, has always flouriſhed under perſecu- 

tion, and as the eſtabliſhed truths of an exiſting Deity, and the axioms of ſcience, have been denied by the 


diſciples of impiety, and ſlaves to ſuperſtition, it is no wonder that arts ſhould ſuffer from the dogmatical oppoſt- 
tion of folly and dullneſs. 


My enemies have not only openly attacked my is they have infidiouſly attempted to undermine it; but it 


being founded on a firm baſis, I have ſtood the teſt, unſhaken ; while 110 * any been defeated, their ignor- 
ance, malevolence, and envy expoſed. 

The end I propoſed, has been held forth as impracticable the means I have adopted for its perfection, have 
been deſcribed to be the dreams of an enthuſiaſtic ſpeculator ; but I am now able to contradict both. I have 
the power to convince the world, that my ideas were not viſionary, but founded in reaſon ; for the juſtneſs of my 
theory is fully proved by practice. Ba 

Ignorance and malice, however, have not totally failed in their 1 intent ; they have not only produced many ob- 
ſtacles, but have been a means of conſiderably encreafing my expences, Which have by far exceeded my original 
calculations ; but a perſevering and ſedulous attention has ſupported me, and the Logographic Preſs is now in a 
ſtare of improvement, that inſures the ultimate object of public benefit; 

' Embarked in a buſineſs; into which I entered a mere novice, conſiſting of ſeveral departments; want of ex- 
perience laid me open to many and groſs impoſitions; and I have been ſeverely injured by the inattention, neglect, 


and ignorance of others. Theſe reaſons, though they will not excuſe, will palliate and account for the errors 


which appeared in ſeveral of the books, publiſhed at the firſt working of the Logographic Preſs; for in fact, 
thoſe errors were not owing to any defect in the art of printing Logographically, but to the readers and editors, 
whoſe duty it was to correct the proof ſheets; Complaints however will now ſubſide, the cauſe having been re- 
moved, and every branch of the buſineſs being at preſent ſuperintended by men, in whoſe ſkill, induſtry and in- 
Ty I can implicitly confide. 


| JOHN WALTER: 
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IN che firſt letter which 1 took the liberty of ſubmitting to the public, I lightly touched aki the oppoſition 
given to the Logographic Preſs by individuals; and I ſhall now point out ſeveral of the impediments ahd difficultics 
which 1 had to encounter in the arrangement and regulation of the ſyſtem; 

The whole Engliſh language lay before me in a confuſed arrangement, it conſiſted of above ninety thouſand 
words. This mültitudinous maſs I reduced to about five thouſand, by ſeparating the pho I; and removing 
the obſolete words, technical terms, and common terminations; 


© Conſidering, and being adviſed, that this reduction and arrangement was ſufficiently ſimple for experiment, 


I had cafes formed for different ſized founts, and printed the alphabet from ari Engliſh Dictionary on that plan; 
but after ſevere labour, unremitting attention, and a heavy expence to compoſitors, whom I was obliged td 


pay by the week, inſtead of the quantity printed, I diſcovered many ſerious objections to this eſſay, particularly, | 


that a great number of the words diſtribured through the founts were uſeleſs, being ſeldom called for in printing 


that by the rejection of them, the fbunts might be leſſened, and the cells for the types increaſed in Rs: the 


ſmallneſs of which, was found extremely inconvenient. 
In conſequence of theſe obſervations, I reſolved to alter the whole ſyſtem, after having incurred a . 
loſs, as the caſes became uſeleſs, and it was neceſſary to ſeparate again moſt of the cemented letters from the 


jected words; this however is done with much eaſe, and obviates a e objection thrown out by the trade, 1 


i a ſingle letter was battered, it deſtroyed the whole word. 


The caſes upon which I made my firſt experiment were eight 1 in number, the whole extent of their dinhenfion . 
ſix feet 1-half, by four feet i-half. I afterwards reduced them to fix caſes, and have now brought the ſoupt i into 


four caſes, by reducing the number of words, though I have enlarged the cells fo far as to anſwer every purpoſe 

of convenience, and facilitate the work of the compoſitor. In one of thoſe caſes is depoſited the common Roman 

letter, and it is ſurrounded by the common particles. A ſecond contains the capitals and common terminations, 
with a part of the alphabet of words, the remainder of which are contained in the third and fourth caſes, 

| The firſt general arrangement, was fo far conducive to the end of perfection propoſed, that every ſimple 

word and root of the language might be joined with facility to the termination required to form the neceſſary com- 

Pound, and would anſwer with very little variation, not only for Engliſh, but for the Latin and French languages, 
(accents excepted) which to a ſpeculative mind would have been a fund of amuſement, This acquiſition, though 


ſhort of expectation, infpired encouragement, it expanded hope, and opened a proſpect of honour and profit, 


though in a ſlower progreſſion than my;ideas had taught me to believe; but the diſappointments [ have experi- 
enced, which in my next letter I ſhall explain more fully, have protracted the progreſs of my endeavours, though 


they could not effectually arreſt them; and I am now enabled to aſſure thoſe patrons from whom I received 


- -enicouragement, that I have fo far ed the An of Printing, as not to entertain 4 Goubs of 4 2 my wiſhes. 


ia a very ſhort time. £55) — 1 
CT 14 donn WALTER. 
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HAVING chen in my two former letters the progreſs and improvements of the Logographie Art, and 
proved that I have reduced my ſpeculations into practice, I now come to point out the utility reſulting therefrom, 
and alſo ſome particular diſappointments which occurred to diſcourage and impede it. In doing this, I ſhall 
not launch into a minute differtation or extenfive panegyric on the art of printing. Its great uſes in every 
department of life are univerſally felt and acknowledged in this country, it has not only been the means of 
extending the other arts and ſciences, . but has been the grgat promoter of our commerce, and protector of 
our liberty. Conſidering it in this light, I cannot ſuppreſs my ſurprize at the diſcouragement and eych 
oppoſition I have experienced in the purſuit of its improvement. The magnitude of the object was ſuch, that I 
candidly confeſs, I looked up for ſupport—to thoſe, who from their elevated fitxation, muſt be confidered protedtors 
and guardians of the arts and ſciences—to every friend of literature and freedom; I have however, been much 
diſappointed, for very few have ſtood forward (particular friends excepted), and the aid received is wan 
diſproportioned to the expence incurred The one 1s trifling, the other conſiderable, 

The uſe of the Logographic ſyſtem, may be divided into two heads, ſaving of time, and ſowing of labour 
in the execution of work; and theſe ſavings, it muſt be acknowledged, are the great objects of improvement 
in all arts and manufactures, being the moſt eſſential means of enabling the artiſt or W to e his 
rivals in other countries. | 7 

The oppoſition I have met with, could have originated but in two motives, exvy and avarice ; but I have the 
ſatisfaction to ſay, that thoſe who have acted againſt me under the influence of either, have been diſappointed. The 
firſt printer in the country pronounced my plan impraCticable ; the Critical Reviewers attempted to turn it into 
ridicule ; but the prophecy of the one has failed, and the ridicule of the other I could now retort upon themſelves, 
Mr. CasLov, the founder, (whom I at firſt employed to caſt my types,) calumniated my plan, he cenſured hat 
he did not underſtand, wantonly diſappointed me in the work he engaged to execute, and would meanly have 
facrificed me to eſtabliſh the fallacious opinion he had promulgated, How contrary this mercenary conduct tb 
the liberality of Mr. Jacxsoxs, who comprehending the utility of the plan, exerted his acknowledged abilities in 
its promotion. Thus attacked and traduced by every branch of the trade, I reſolved to cement the materials 
myſelf, and for that purpoſe erected a foundry adjoining my printing-houſe, where I have with much ſuccefs 
carried on that buſineſs, and from which I am able to ſupply any gentleman with Logographic Types, who 
may have reaſons for executing any work of ſecrecy or amuſement, as the types of words are fo eafily uſed in 
preference to ſingle letters, and conſequently the knowledge of printing may be acquired with facility. The 
expcriment already made by a nobleman of the firſt rank and abilities, both in ſtation and SITY who his 
inveſtigated the plan, fully evinces the truth of what is aſſerted. ? 

I had ſcarcely extricated myſelf from the trouble of one opponent, when ae aroſe. Mr. CasLoy was ſuc- 
ceeded in the generous ſervice of oppoſing my plan, by Mr. BELL, who has the ey to ſtile himſelf a repreſenta- 
tive of Apollo. Having a pecuniary diſpute with this man reſpecting a catchpenny publication, which I printed, 
he attacked the Logographic Preſs through the dult medium of the Morning Poſt, of which he was then 
a proprietor, but the Court of King's Bench deter mined his demands upon mc, and a Court of Conſcience 
decided my claims againſt him ; for I recovered in the Court of Conſcience, and he loſt his ſuit in the Court of 
King 's Bench. Theſe diſappointed champions have hag many ſucceſſors, who have been equally unn 
in their attacks. 

Thus, through a ſeries of difficulties naturally ariſing from the purſuit of a new undertaking, and a ſucceſon of 
impediments artfully raiſed againſt me, I have nearly brought to perfection an undertaking, which has long been an 
object of contemplation among the greateſt men, and moſt eminent modern philoſophers, Whatever I have already 
ſuffered in the execution of a plan ſo liberal and uſeful, my country muſt ultimately reap honour and profit, as it 
lies open to the inſpection of all mankind “, and on the expiration of my patent will become a common pro- 


, R 


perty : I ill however confide in the generoſity of my country, and truſt that a native, who has dedicated the 


fragments of a fortune, wrecked in the ſervice of his fellow - ſuljects, and his time and labour in the purſuit 
of an art, ſalutary ro the public at large, will not ſuffer the cruſh of diſa Oo in the very moment he arrives 


at the goal, where he has long expected reward to crown his toil, | 


"= 8 JOHN waLrER. 
* 4 gentleman who chuſes may inſpe& the Logographic "TRI and Types at 


the Printios Office, or at the vac cee, 
to which place a fount has been removed from the Queen's Palace. 


——————— ET CER. —_ 


I beg. leave td lay before the public the following CATALOGUE of the BOOKS * among 4 wee of "Is 
produttions) printed at the Logographic Prefs. 


ELEMENTS of Modern Gardening, 


The Vanity of Fame, ; a Poem, Fs 
$vo. by Dr. Truſler. 


Royal Tears; ditto, ditto 


Tranſlation of Necker's Finances of 
France, 3 vols, 8vo 


oy 


Eſſay on the Nature and Glory of the 


Goſpe |, 12mo. by Dr 8 
Treatife on Electricity, 8vo. by G. 
Adams. 
Mrs. Bellamy's Life, 5 vols. 12mo. 
_. Written by Herſelf . - 
Modern Times; or Hiſtory of Gabriel | 
Outcaſt, 3 vols. 12mo. 


Miſcellanies in Proſe and Verſe, 12mo, 
Dr. Watts on the re of the 
Mind, 8vo. 


Shipping Book for me Body of Uader-]: 


Writers, 896. 
Dr. Trufler's Almanack; 1783, 1786. 
Le Texier's French Plays, 80. 
Pariſh Officer's Sure Guide, 8 vo. 
Robinſon Cruſoe, 2 vols. 8vo. 
Dr. Hunter's (Sacred Biograpby ). 
Coalition, a Novel, 2 vols. 12mo. 


4 


; Orthog ography 3 or, Propriety ee 
i EG her 


Tranſa&ions of the Society for encour- 

aging Arts, Manufactures and Com- 
merce for 1985, 8. 

Conſtance; a Novel. 

Lady, 4 vols, 12mo. 

Prince's Letters, ſmall &vo. 


e ae by the Rev. Mr. Douglas, 


Flo ok on various ſubjects, by the | 
Rev. J. Cole Gatlaway, 8yo.  # 
Love | in a Cottage, 2 vols. ſmall 8vo. 2 

N.. WIwyd. nn 
| Biſhop Butler's Analoey, deo. 9 
Political Magazine, from June 1784 
the preſent time. 


—— cms . 2 


Written by 3 


Mrs. Moore's Memoirs, 3 vol. 13 
Wriren by herſelf. N "> 


Fanny ; CIDR 3 vols. amo. Welt 
ren The a L 

Derham's Phy and Aſtro- cology, 
2 vols, 950. * 


Natural by ag on t in Sos 


| 


; 


SAC G& 


Torii at Geral ro. Y 


ogy, 2 vols. 1 . 

1 — e — Rates W 

| Plawnic Marriage, 3 vols. n. 
Sentimental Beauties and Moral Defines 


| - tions, 1210; - 


ifture, by James Ns A pas 
i vols, 4to. 5 


Ster Catalogue, 12mo. 85 T 
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